VISUAL IMPAIRMENT AYRSHIRE
MINUTES OF AGM MEETING HELD AT ANNICK CENTRE, IRVINE ON FRIDAY 8 JUNE  2007
PRESENT


Ann Deans & Betty Smith – Ayr & District Macular Group




Jean Smith   -  Cumnock & District Blind Club





Elizabeth Mathers, Violet Gordon, John Sharp - _





Kilmarnock Blind Club





Tom Cook, Wullie Hunter, Janet Prydie, Bob Shields, Ian 




Johnstone, Roy Hater, David Conway 
APOLOGIES      

3 Towns VI Club, Cunninghame Club for the VI, Girvan & 




District VI Club, Kilmarnock Macular Group, North Ayrshire 




Blind Club, Troon Blind Club, Ayr Macular Group.





John Boyd, David Porter, Mark Gordon
SECRETARY’S REPORT


As no minutes were available from the previous AGM and the constitution had been altered to create the New 
VIA no report was available

CHAIRPERSONS REPORT
Janet reported on a hugely successful year for VIA.  Points covered included linking of VI clubs to form the New VIA.
Success of the Audio Production

Powerpoint presentation

Regular meetings with Sensory Impairment Teams

New Website

Special adapted wheelie bins

Roy/Tom attending Cross Party meetings at the Scottish Parliament
TREASURERS REPORT
Tom reported a deficit of £121.74 over the year.  However this still left a balance of £1204.00
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The office bearers vacated their posts and Councillor Cook stated he would not be seeking re-election due to a huge increase in other commitments.  The new committee were then elected as follows:-
Chair          -     Janet Prydie    proposed W. Hunter    second  R. Hater

Vice Chair  -    Willie Hunter  proposed  R. Hater      second  I. Johnstone
Secretary    -
    Bob Shields     proposed  W. Hunter   second  V. Gordon

Treasurer    -    Jean Smith       proposed  W. Hunter   second   V. Gordon

A.O.B.
1. AUDIO PRESENTATION

Bob reported the audio presentation was proving to be a great success and thanked everyone for their efforts.  It has been accepted by the three Ayrshire sensory impairment teams, Ayr and Crosshouse Hospital, Doctors surgeries and is now to be found in many other locations.  From the initial 600 recordings there are only just over a hundred remaining and that new recordings would need to be obtained.  
It was agreed to contact Ian Downie at Ayr College to attempt to facilitate several changes to the recording and to put in place and to work towards a new batch of the Audio Presentation.
2. WEBSITE

Ian reported that the new website www.visualimpairmentayrshire.org was now functional.  He outlined the contents of the new website in detail and went on to say he required further input from the members and organisations on any items to be included.  Ian can be contacted at 01560 322189 or ianj_93@hotmail.co.uk  Ian also stated it was the responsibility of all of us to ensure the success of the website.

3. THE WAY FORWARD
Willie reiterated the success of the previous year and outlined some of his thoughts on the future, these included formation of sub committee’s and possible changes of time and locations.  It was also agreed to explore the rotation of meeting places.

The meeting agreed to change the frequency of members meetings to take place on a quarterly basis.

4. PROPOSED BOOKLET
Bob outlined his thoughts on the above and it was agreed a sub committee should be formed to proceed with this new project.

Roy spoke on several issues including a RNIB survey into the ease of voting at the last Government/Local elections.

He also stated that the DWP have produced a questionnaire seeking views with regard to the expectations of disabled people.
Janet stated that volunteers were being requested for a forthcoming disability appraisal at Culzean Country Park on behalf of The Forestry Commission.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Date of next meeting to be advised.
